
 

JUMP START 101 
Follow These 5 Easy Steps: 

1. Grab a set of jumper cables and find a vehicle with a working battery. 

 

2. Connect the Cables Properly 

• It doesn't matter which car you connect first. 

• Match colors to polarity: 

� Red = Positive (+) 

�� Black = Negative (–) 

• IMPORTANT: Connect the ground (black/negative) cable last—and attach it to a 

clean, unpainted metal part on the engine (away from the battery). 

�� It might spark—this is normal—but that’s why it should be away from the battery. 

 

3. Charge It Up 

Start the car with the good battery and let it run for 10–15 minutes. 

• This charges the dead battery. 

• ��� Turn off all electrical accessories (lights, AC, radio) in both vehicles to prevent 

a voltage spike. 
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4. Start the Dead Vehicle 

Once it starts, leave the cables connected for 2–5 more minutes to stabilize the electrical 

system. 

 

5. Disconnect Safely 

• Remove the black/negative cable from the engine first (to avoid sparks near the 

battery). 

• Then remove the remaining cables. 


